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SOME YEARS AGO, A
CASE FILE CROSSED MY DESK
AND CHANGED EVERYTHING 1

THOUGHT I KNEW ABOUT  /
MARETIME BAY. L

IT WAS FROM BEFORE %
MY TIME AS SHERIFF, BUT
AS 1 HOOFED THROUGH THE
PAGES, T KNEW IT WAS
SOMETHING I'D NEVER
FORGET.

MOSEY DOWN THIS '\
TRAIL WITH ME AS WE
EXPLORE THE COLDEST
CASE IN THE HISTORY
OF EQUESTRIA.
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ADIIC.

ARAAND CUT! N\
NOW, THAT 1S A
PERFECT INTRO!
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Y'KNOW, WHEN YOU N\—— WHOA, WHOA...

PUT A HITCH IN THAT
SUGGESTED THIS WHOLE | <
PODCAST THING, TWAS J= i '
SKEPTICAL. NS ...Y0¥ WERf( |
> 4 RIGHT. LOOK |
> N N AT THIS.
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TREALLY THINK I MIGHT == HAVE GOTTEN THIS FAR

BE ABLE T0 SOLVE WITHOUT YOUR HELP,
DETECTIVE ZIPP,

“USING SOCIAL MEDIA TOREVIVE \ 4 — v
ATTENTION ON A COLD CASE” | \ NRKE/A RECAP FOR THE NEXT
ASPECT, BUT YOU CARED S EPISODE? A7

ENOUGH TO WANT T0




' “PANSY SILVERBELL WAS HEADING T THE =
— MARETIME BAY BAKE-OFF, WHERE SHE WAS :
| THE FOUR-YEAR REIGNING CHAMPION. deli el
DiSO ; 2\ TR &
WELCOME & ‘ o -
BACK! ™ BEFORE WE GET INTO ' X ap 0 o R
SOME UPDATES, LET'S DO A =i P Vi
QUICK RECAP FOR ANYPONY °f W=
/, / JUST JOINING US! i oy , : = —
~r _ ; P 7 S
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3 “WHILE PANSY NEVER ARRIVED AT THE BAKE-OFF, pa
=4 WE LEARNED THAT SHE SPOKE WITH AT LEAST TWO =
OTHER PONIES WHILE SHE WAS EN ROUTE. — o 20
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“PONIES WHO MAY JUST HAVE THE
ANSWERS T0 A MYSTERY NOPONY

HAS BEEN ABLE T0 CRACK, _ ¢
[\ WHAT KePT PANSY FroM [ N
- ENTERING HER CUPCAKES? @ \
— P AND MORE CHILLINGLY ... 7
- & 2‘3pm X}
J A ZZ o CATEGORY \)
Hooy, CAKE ” a2
ES Rt pzd >
IR > = g A%
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*...WHY DID SHE DISAPPEAR THAT
DAY, NEVER To BE SEEN AGAIN?”




LET’S REFLECT ON

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT “PANSY STARTED A BAKING CLUB To
R/ e s e
¢ I "
OF HER TIME VOLUNTEERING.

‘ WANTED
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“SHE WAS KNOWN TO BE KIND,
THOUGHTFUL...AND REALLY
LOVED SOUP.
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“PANSY WAS A BAKE-OFF CHAMPION,
KNOWN FOR HER UNBEATABLE

1)

CUPCAKES,

7 =) \ vl
PonyGram “AND IT’S CLEAR SHE WAS PLANNING ,f}.
PansyBell T0 CONTINUE HER REIGN THAT YEAR

AS WELL...OR WAS SHE?

“SEEMS LIKE PANSY MIGHT'VE HAD SOME
RIVALS, BUT WE HERE AT MARECRIME
BAY HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE T0 IDENTIFY
THESE COMMENTERS.”

COULD BE
TROLLS OR COULD
BE A CLUE.
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Ready for this year's competition!
Who will | see there?
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7 WHAT WE KNOW 1S

IN TODAY"S EPISODE, WE'RE
CRACKING OPEN PICTURES SHARED

THAT PANSY SET OUT, BY OM THE PONY PHOTOBUG CLUB,
ALL APPEARANCES READY TO R r\‘o‘\lHgEHA1>NBEEN OUT THAT
COMPETE, BUT WAS NEVER VERY DAY--
SEEN AGAIN.

--AND CAUGHT
SOME INTERESTING
THINGS ON FILM.

7
7" IT SEEMS LIKE THIS PUTILES
__{ EVERYPONY AS MUCH AS IT DOES
__| YOUR OLD SHERIFF HITCH! S0 MUCH
N
, IN YOUR STORIES AND

RECOLLECTIONS. /// —
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MY PRODUCER, 1IPP

STORM, ASKED ME T0 REMIND
YOU THAT THESE WILL BE
POSTED ON OUR PONYGRAM,
@MARECRIMEBAY.
\

HAVE INTRODUCED SOMETHING
CURIOUS.

“THESE CONFIRM THE TIMELINE BUT /

AND POSSIBLY SOME TROUBLE

“HIGH STAKES FOR A BAKE-OFF,
IN PANSY'S PATH?!"




SHERIFF! WHAT - ( g
00 e . THAT COLO
i HEF, oy, R THERE SURES sTc;'rﬁEmmLG?!RAM
~ TODAY? ) I 1 INTERRUPTING?
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NO WAY. HAVE A4
; SEAT...AND STICK YOUR
| ! Q : HOOVES N HERE.
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You DON'T HAVE To -
60 T0 THE TROUBLE, T'M L L.
JUST HERE T0 ASK SOME \ L L
QUESTIONS. A )
e = ~ o [}
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O
w S — . / A O 4 O
W @ x A V4
7 K AwAY!
1 THINK BETTER
WHEN T'M
BUSY.
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YOU MUST BE OFF
YOUR SADDLE, ASKING
ME ABOUT HER WHILE I'M |-
AT WORK! THIS IS A SMALL |
TOWN, HITCH. PONIES

m (0 [

R, I'M SORRY, §
JATL 1 DIDN'T
MEAN To- A

GOSSIP.

TELL ME WHAT
YOU KNOW, WHERE
YOU WERE, WHAT |
" You SAW!

7 ///;

1S THAT

WHAT 1 SOUND
LIKE?

NO, YOU JUST CAUGHT
ME BY SURPRISE. PULL
UP A BUCKET.

ARE THESE
OFFICIAL QUESTIONS
OR INFO FOR THE
PODCAST?

86 Fan? 2N
AND NO, NOTHING

OFFICIAL. T WANT TO
UNDERSTAND WHAT HAPPENED,
AND SINCE YOU KNEW HER... /.

I DON'T KNOW HOW
MUCH I WANNA SAY,
DOES THAT SOUND
BAD?

SOUNDS LIKE
YOU MIGHT HAVE
SOMETHING TO
HIDE...

THAVE '\
NOTHING T0 |
HIDE.




A WALK, ENJOYING THE DAY,

“THERE I WAS, JUST TAKING
RIGHT?

1 "NOT A CARE IN THE
] WORLD! UNTIL...

“I HELPED HER LOAD UP
THE WAGON, AND, UH...
THAT WAS IT.

“...RAN RIGHT INTO HER! SHE WAS
ON HER WAY To THE BAKE-OFF.

“HONESTLY, HITCH, THERE JUST
ISN'T MUCH OF A STORY HERE.”

[ WELL, THAT'S ALL
VERY INTERESTING,
JAIL...

...BUT NONE OF
IT EXPLAINS WHY YOU
BOTH LOOK SO GRIM IN
THIS PICTURE.




I DON'T KNOW.
MAYBE I WAS UPSET
ABOUT SOMETHING

CAN YOU THINK OF ANY REASON
WHY PANSY WOULDN'T HAVE
WANTED T0 WIN?

WELLLL, SHE WAS
CONSIDERING OPENING HER
OWN BAKERY, AND THE
EXPOSURE WOULD'VE
BEEN GREAT...

BV ... MAYBE SHE
w@ JUST CHANGED

HER MIND?
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ARE YOU ON
PONYGRAM, BY
CHANCE?

o

~

? HMM, NOT REALLY.
A JUST MY HOOFICURE ART,
| "BUT THAT'S ALL ON THE

A\ MANE MELODY PAGE.

i S ey

You
THESE

"\ RECOGNIZE EITHER OF

SURE DON'T!
PROBABLY JUST, UH,

SOME RANDOM
PONIES.

PFFF, WHAT
KIND OF NAME
1S DOLLYYEAH,
ANYWAY.

Woup
HAPPEN To

USERNAMES?

N

DOLLY...YEAH!
WHY DIDN'T I
THINK T0 SAY IT
OUT LOuD?

OH, THIS
1S GREAT! 1
GOTTA 60!

I MEAN, AHEM,
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
TIME, JAT1. YOU'VE BEEN

VERY HELPFUL!




THANKS SO MUCH FOR
AGREEING TO MEET WITH ME,
DAHLIA. ESPECIALLY SINCE
YOU'RE $0 BUSY!

Z

OH, THIS? NAH,
JUST AN ORDER FOR
THE MARETIME BAY

BUNTERS FILLY
LEAGUE.

TELL ME, DAHLIA,
WERE YOU MAD WHEN
YOU THREATENED PANSY
ON PONYGRAM?

\ o Just

OPEN MY OWN BAKERY!

OH, T WASN'T MAD, Y'KNOW,
COMPETITIVE! WANTED T0  LIFELONG DREAM
AND ALL.

SOUNDS LIKE o~
YOU WANTED IT
PRETTY BAD

BAD ENOUGH To
MAKE PANSY SILVERBELL
DISAPPEAR?!

y
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|

START
TALKING, AND
IT BETIER BE

600D.




OMMMHHH,
IT'$ $0 60OD! WHERE

DID YOU LEARN T0
1 PROMISE, 1 HAD
BAKE LIKE THIS? NOTHING T0 DO WITH
WHAT HAPPENED,

CELEBRATED BAKER,
HELPER EXTRAORDINAIRE,
SHE DIDN'T NEED TO WIN
THE GRAND PRIZE, BUT
SHE WAS GOING TO!

AND THAT
MADE You

FROM PANSY.

IT MADE ME

HITCH.

INVISIBLE.

IF1DID, I'D
TELL HER I REGRET
EVERYTHING, THAT I'VE
TRIED TO MAKE UP
FORIT.

CAN--CAN YOU
PUT THAT IN THE
PODCAST? CAN
YOU LET HER

THEN WHY THE
NASTY COMMENT?

BECAUSE I WAS
ANNOYED WITH HER!
WHO WOULDN'T

WHATEVER
SHE DID, SHE WAS
AUTOMATICALLY THE
BEST AT IT.

AND YoU
HAVEN'T SPOKEN
T0 HER?

ARGUED--FRIENDS
SOMETIMES DO--AND
THEN SHE WAS

SURE THING,
DAHLIA. I'M GLAD
WE TALKED.




/ --BUT THEIR
7] STORIES LEFT ME WITH
—{ MORE QUESTIONS THAN
ANSWERS, WHICH LEADS
ME INTO TODAY’S
D EPISODE.
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o/ ALTHOUGH MY N ——
HOOVESDOLOOK | |
BETTER THAN —

SOMETHING 1S
MISSING, AND I'M
NOT SURE WHERE T0
LOOK... 80 IT’S BACK
T0 INVESTIGATING!

DON'T FORGET, SEND
IN ANY INFORMATION YOU
MAY HAVE, AND WE'LL
CATCH YOU NEXT




YOU'VE BEEN
WORKING ALL MORNING
$0 I THOUGHT 1'D
BRING LUNCH. 4

THIS SMELLS
AMATING! WHAT

THERE'S THIS LITTLE FOOD
TRUCK DOWN BY THE DOCKS, BEEN
AROUND FOR AGES. RIGHT NEXT T
THE BAKERY TRUCK! THEY HAVE THE }
BEST CHOWDER ON TUESDAYS,
CHILI ON THURSDAYS...

a
1 HAVE T0 STAND
UP AND INVESTIGATE
CRIME, BUT... _

DIDN'T I THINK OF
THIS SOONER?

CAN WE NOMINATE
THIS CHOWDER FOR SOME
KIND OF AWARD?

AWARDS! WHY S

MMM,
GARLIC, AND
THYME, AND--
AND--

BUTTERNUT
SQUASH?!

=7" PANSY NEVER "\
— SHOWED AT THE FAIR,
RIGHT? BUT DID SHE
REGISTER TO

WHAT I CAN FIND OUT. ~ SOME MORE OF THAT
CAN YOU HOLD DOWN , ~ LIQUID GOLD FOR
THE FORT? /N~ DINNER?

1 MAKE NO
PROMISES THAT
INVOLVE MOVEMENT,
A BUT I'LL DO MY




"1 STARTED BY CONTACTING THE
FORMER JUDGES, ALL OF WHOM
WERE VERY HELPFUL.

THEY DID CONFIRM SHE'D INTENDED T0

“NONE OF THEM HAD SEEN PANSY, BUT
BE AT THAT YEAR’'S FAIR.

“AND THEY AGREED T0 TALK
T0 ME IN PERSON.
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“...AND SHARED A VERY SPICY DETAIL
THAT DAHLIA HAD NEVER MENTIONED.

“SHE HAD WON THAT YEAR'S
GRAND PRIZE

; 13
D 7 e

@@@@

“...AND USED THE BITS TO
OPEN HER OWN BAKERY.

OR THIS NEW INFORMATION, ZIPP SHARED

“BUT BEFORE I COULD DIG INTO SECONDS,
SOMETHING EXTREMELY INTERESTING.”

o

ZIPp O




EXCUSE ME, ARE YOU
HERE T0 MEET HITCH
TRAILBLAZER?

I'M PANSY
SILVERBELL, AND IT’S
S0 NICE TO FINALLY
MEET YOU.




1 CAN SEE
T'VE CAUGHT You
OFF GUARD.

5

‘ THESE ARE ONE
( OF MY MOST FAMOUS
RECIPES: STRAWBERRY
/~ SMASHERS.
i

“7={ How ABOUT

MAKING THEM 1S THE
TWO SIDES NEED EQUAL
FROSTING OR ELSE...

HERE? WITH A

... THEY'LL
CRUMBLE.

160T YOUR
EMAIL.

~\ LOT IN COMMON,

COOKIES AND
FRIENDSHIP HAVE A

DON'T THEY?




I NEVER MEANT
T0 RUN YOU OUT,

OH, NEVER MIND
ALL THAT! BESIDES,
IDIDN'T 60
VERY FAR.

HOW DID I MISS
THIS? EVERYPONY KNEW
THE SOUP THING!

<
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ALL THIS
TIME WE'VE BEEN
NEIGHBORS?

HITCH, ALL THE
INVESTIGATING YOU DID
WAS $POT ON. I JUST
\ WASN'T READY TO BE
i FOUND YET.
>

REACHING OUT, TELLING
ME ABOUT THE PODCAST,
AND TWISTING MY WITHERS
70 SEND THAT EMAIL. 1 RAN
INTO HER THE DAY I LEFT,
SHE'S THE ONLY ONE FROM /AN

OUR CLUB WHO KNEW
O\_ THETRUTH. _

THIS IS ONE OF
MY FAVORITES, CREAM
OF CARROT.




“T NEVER LIKED BEING THE BEST,
YOU KNOW. IT WASN'T WHAT 1
A SET OUT To DO.

\ 2

“ALL I EVER CARED ABOUT WAS MAKING
FOLKS HAPPY, CREATING DELICIOUS THINGS.

s
(L

I NEVER WANTED T0 BE THE CENTER OF ATTENTION, 10U A/

SEE. IN FACT, WHEN I HEARD YOUR PODCAST, 1 WAS SO

“IT ISN'T DAHLIA’S FAULT, OR ANYPONY’S REALLY.

| BUT IT WAS THAT MOMENT WHEN I SAW THAT MY
Fop Y AMBITIONS, MY PLANS, WERE STANDING I THE
1 ) WAY OF MY FRIENDSHIPS.

¢ YOU

EMBARRASSED! IMAGINE, MAKING A FUSS OVER ME? =
| I =

“1 WASN'T EVEN SURE BAKING =

|| sl | WAS MY TRUE DREAM, B AL

o 2!
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“NOW LISTEN HERE...I KNOW I SHOULD'VE
HANDLED THINGS BETTER, BUT I FELT
TERRIBLY ABOUT HOW MY FRIENDS FELT.

<

L@ Z i
ARETIMESW
BAY

“IT"S EVERYPONYS RESPONSIBILITY TO BE THE BEST
VERSION OF THEMSELVES THEY CAN BE, BUT IT
SEEMED T0 ME THAT SOME OF THEM DIDN'T THINK
THEY COULD DO THAT WITH ME AROUND.

80 1 TOOK OFF FOR A BIT, THOUGHT
ABOUT WHAT WAS REALLY IMPORTANT
T0 ME, AND CAME BACK QUIETLY,
DOING THE THINGS I LOVED.”

DAHLIA, 1 WANTED TO
COME OVER AND CHAT SO
MANY TIMES. BUT I NEVER

KNEW HOW TO START.

“AND THAT, LISTENERS, IS HOW
AN ENDING TURNS INTO A NEW
BEGINNING.”




WELL, EVERYPONY, I
MET WITH THE ANONYMOUS
EMAILER AND I CAN CONFIRM
THAT PANSY SILVERBELL
IS JUST FINE.

[ =

S0 THE 600D
NEWS IS THAT WE CAN
CONSIDER THIS CASE

: CLOSED.

BUT OUT OF
RESPECT T0 THE
PONIES INVOLVED, 1 AM
GOING To END OUR
INVESTIGATION
HERE.
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“AS MUCH AS T WANTED T0 UNCOVER ALL THE DETAILS,
1 FORGOT THE MOST BASIC RULE OF INVESTIGATIONS:
THERE ARE MANY SIDES TO EVERY STORY.

“AND SOME SIDES PREFER
T0 REMAIN QUIET.

“WHAT I'D LIKE TO LEAVE Y'ALL WITH IS THIS:
PANSY SILVERBELL WANTED T0 PUT GOOD
INTO THE WORLD, AND IF YOU LOOK AROUND,
THERE'S PLENTY OF GOOD TO FIND.

“AND ON THAT, WE HERE AT MARECRIME BAY INTEND TO
REMAIN JUST AS CURIOUS ABOUT OUR WORLD. WHICH
IS WHY WE HAVE ANOTHER CASE WE'LL BE DIVING INTO
VERY SOON! AND, LISTENERS? IT'S JUICY.

“$0, THANK YOU FOR LISTENING, AND BEFORE WE GO,
WE'D LIKE T0 THANK OUR FIRST AND NEWEST SPONSOR!
BLOSSOM BOWL, LOCATED AT DOCKSIDE PARK, OPEN
FOR BREAKFAST, LUNCH, AND DINNER!”
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FOLLown
MAGICAL pent

Join SUNNY STARSCOUT, 1224 MOONBOW,
ZIPP STORM, PIPP PETALS, and HITCH TR
as they explore the brand-new Equestria!

CELESTE BRONFMAN - ROBIN EASTER - CASEY GILLY - MARY KENNEY
AMY MEBBERSON - TRISH FORSTNER - ABBY BULMER

AVAILABLE NOW

o
ID @IDWPUBLISHING -
IDWPUBLISHING.COM MY LITTLE PONY and HASBRO and all related and logos are | ks of Hasbro, Inc. ©2023 Hasbro.



i

“FINALLY, THE BIG EPIC
ADVENTURE THAT EVERY
LITTLE CAT DESERVES!

NORMAN SHURTLIFF
HAS A KNACK FOR
WORLD-BUILDING THAT
IS ENVIABLE."

—Jens K Styve
Creator of the comic strip Dunce

“A DELIGHTFUL BLEND OF
CUTE, CREEPY, AND
ABSURD. I'VE GOT A LOT
OF TIME FOR SkULL CcAT!”

—Cam Kendell
Illustrator of Fart Quest

» \ t;;:'* § y ' — |
NORMAN SHURTLIFF
f!‘ IT'S SCULLY CATTERSON’S

v FIRST DAY AS THE NEW
GARDEN-KEEPER AT A
SPOOKY CASTLE..

BUT WHEN EVERYONE GOES
MISSING, 1S HE BRAVE
ENOUGH TO BECOME

A HERO?

Topse
@TOPSHELFCOMIX
s e TOPSHELFCOMIX.COM

"PRODUTTONS - © 2023 Norman Shurtliff
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