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YOU NEED TO
BE PREPARED FOR
THE WORST.

DISCORD’S ABOUT T0 DESTROY A UNITY
CRYSTAL, RIDDING EQUESTRIA OF MAGIC FOR
THE REST OF ETERNITY. I THINK OUR
THRESHOLD FOR CATASTROPHE IS AT
AN ALL-TIME HIGH.

YOU BROUGHT THIS
ON YOURSELVES...

HOLD UP! THIS 1S AN \
ACTIVE SCENE, IF YOU TOUCH Y
ANYTHING, YOU'LL CONTAMINATE
EVIDENCE AND WE'LL NEVER FIND
DISCORD OR SAVE MAGIC
IN EQUESTRIA.

WHICH MEANS T'LL NEVER FLY
AGAIN, OR ACHIEVE MY 100-WIN
FLYBALL STREAK, OR PERFORM THAT
AIR ROUTINE MOM ASKED ME T0 DO
FOR THE ROYAL BALL!

TIPP STRESSING \
OVER ROYAL DUTIES?
OKAY, THIS IS WORSE

THAN I THOUGHT,




WE JUST \ |/, 170LD YOU
POPPED IN T0... I'M FINE.
SAY A QUICK
HELLO.

AND OBVIOUSLY,
WE CAN SEE THAT, YOU ~.OR A PONY
LOOK AS PEACEFUL AS OR A BEAR WHO HASN'T EATEN OR
A PEGASUS IN A SURROUNDED BY SLEPT IN SEVERAL DAYS
MUD BATH. / OR AN HONEY POTS. AND 1S ON THE BRINK
- ORCHID IN A OF COLLAPSE.
SUN-SOAKED

LIKE WE
WEREN'T ALL
L THINKING IT.

T0 SOLVE THE CASE,
SHE"S GOING T NEED
ALL OF US TO
PITCH IN.




DISCORD RESEARCHED I DISCORD WAS
L l l . 1
THERE'S GOTTA BE SOMETHING W o e B - WOULDN'T

HERE THAT CAN POINT US ROOM HAS COTTA SOI«P{’:%J el%%‘gEgNBFHIS

INHIS PIRECTION, COUNT AS SUSPICIOUS g L e

CLAW NAIL!

UNFORTUNATELY, \§
I DON'T THINK
IT DOES FOR
DISCORD.

T'VE READ THROUGH MAYBE ITS NOT
[ EVERY SINGLE SENTENCE ON -
EVERY SINGLE PAGE OF EVERY
SINGLE BOOK HERE, AND 1
PROMISE THERE'S NOTHING

...MAYBE IT'S
ABOUT THEONE |
BOOK THAT'S v
MISSING. / \ AHA! DISCORD HAS
‘ N EVERY SINGLE DARING DO HER NINTH
BOOK EVER PUBLISHED BOOK. DARING DO
ON THIS SHELF, EXCEPT . gnD THE CURSE OF

FOR ONE. THE BASALTIC




HEWDID 1 SO LR G
, ERO INFORMATIO ;
HISS AT e THE INCONSPICUOUS, WE ABOUT THE BASALTIC | { Noporrg BEcAUSE o
MISS THE OBVIOUS. CVES ONLINE. /| NOPONY'S BEEN THe

— - YEARS.

OR MAYBE

ACCORDING TO MY EVEN A UNITY

UNCLE FIT1Y, THE CAVES CRYSTAL...
DANGEROUS 1A0h CRERES T
: .
ARE SO HOT THEY CAN MELT OH YEAH, THEY
AN ENTIRE CASTLE, OR A COULD DEFINITELY ||
GINORMOUS STONE DESTROY A UNITY
SCULPTURE... CRYSTAL! £

OKAY. WHAT WE ¢
ARE ABSOLUTELY NOT
GOING 10 DO RIGHT
NOW IS PANIC.




MY UNCLE FIZLY
ONCE THREW A FLYING
STAR BACK T0 ITS HOME
SOLAR SYSTEM USING HIS
BARE HOOVES, AND EVEN
HE WAS T0O AFRAID TO
60 To THE BASALTIC
CAVES.

WE KNOW DISCORD
TOOK THE BOOK WITH
HIM. SO IT PROBABLY HAS
INFORMATION IN IT ABOUT
HOW T0 SURVIVE
THE CAVES.

77

IF WE NEED A
COPY, I CAN GET
Us A Copy!

GREAT! AND WHILE
PIPP'S BUSY WITH THAT,
THE REST OF US SHOULD
PACK UP AND GET READY

T0 HEAD OUT.

DARING DO WAS
ABLE To SURVIVE THE
CAVES, I'M SURE THAT

BOOK WILL BE ABLE

T0 TELL US HOW.

BUT DARING
DO’S A TRAINED
EXPLORER...

IF WE DON'T
EVEN TRY, WHO'S
GOING To SAVE
MAGIC?

YOU MEAN...
YOU WANT TO
60 INTO THE

THERE ARE
WORSE THINGS
THAN LOSING [N
MAGIC...




WE'VE LIVED WITHOUT
MAGIC BEFORE. AND LOSING DISCORD'S
MgG;‘(‘} }yéo_}#’gECTl:IA}éGERPO&KHgD WO&DTSHDYIgUS'H K
OMING TOGETHER OR ANY O I ;
’ I'M NOT SAYING
THE FRlENDfl-gPS WE'VE 1 WANT T0 GET RID

OF MAGIC. I LOVE

T MAGIC!

THAT WHAT
MATIERS?

BUT EVEN 6OOD
THINGS LIKE MAGIC

" DISCORD SAID HE
e T SOME ™ WANTED To GET RID OF

MAGIC BECAUSE HE DIDN'T
WANT ANYPONY FEELING
LESSER THAN BECAUSE OF

THEIR POWERS.

HE ALSO SAID THAT'S
HOW YOU FELT WHEN WE
FLEW OFF WITHOUT YOU

\_ NEAR CANTERLOT

MAYBE I FELT THAT
WAY A TINY, LITTLE,
ATOM-SITED BIT.

y I WOULDN'T '\
|| BE ABLE T0 DO

|\ THIS WITHOUT
MAGIC.




1 TOLD YOU, FLYING BUT...IT DIDN'T

ACTUALLY HELP US FIND
ABOVE TacSE TREES WAS " THE GAT: OF THE ANCIENTS, ALL

IT DID WAS SEPARATE US AND
PERSPESEEVfrOF Ik LEAVE 171Y AND HITCH ON
. THEIR OWN.

/\

ALL DISCORD
WANTS 1S T0 MAKE
SURE EVERYPONY

IS ON EQUAL

HOOFING.

WE WERE W2 0ot You SEE? THIS
LINE OF THINKING IS EXACTLY
WHAT DISCORD WANTS. YOU
CAN'T LET HIM GET IN
YOUR HEADS,

BY GETTING RID
OF WHAT MAKES
US SPECIAL.

OUR MAGIC

HAS ALREADY SAVED |-

US IN SO MANY
WAYS,

I11Y’S NOT SAYING OUR N2
POWERS HAVEN'T HELPED. BUT

I'M SURE MAGIC HAS MADE ALL
OF US FEEL LEFT BEHIND AT

COMMUNICATING  \¢ \ SOME POINT.
WITH ANIMALS MAKES | , A |

ME A BETTER

SHERIFF,

DON'T YOU
WISH YOU COULD
PLAY FLYBALL WITH
EVERYPONY,
T007?




PREPARE
YOUR CHEERS,
EVERYPONY!
T'VE 60T--

\\I‘L

HELLO00000000! ~—
I REQUIRE YOUR DIVIDED YA
ATTENTION BE COMPLETELY
UNDIVIDED!

HOW IN ‘
EQUESTRIA DID

HELLO T THE
YOUQ%E]Z KT&I§ 80 \ PIPPSQUEAKS!




1 7 SOMEPONIES N\
SUNNY Q[ TALK THE TALK, BUT
STARSCOUT! WE_ \\ ~ Y’ALL TROT THE
KNOW WHO YOU ARE!
\ YOU ARE ALL TOTALLY )
\_ OUR HEROES. A

Lippy THE HITCH, THE SHERIFF
oD Y TR D WHO FOLLOWED CLOUDPUFE ¥ [Z2Y, THE OPTIMIST WHO
NCOVERED DISCORD's DOCUMENTARIAN Wi STRAIGHT T0 THE GAT OF _ BEFRIENDED A SQUIRREL AND
AR N THE RISTAL A “CLUES ON HER THE ANCIENTS. FOUND FLUTTERSHY'S
> CRYSTAL MESSAGE.

‘ri 4 AND TAUGHT PONYKIND THAT EQUESTRIA
AND SUNNY, THE IS A PLACE WHERE ALL EARTH PONIES,
ALICORN WHO BROUGHT PEGASI, AND UNICORNS CAN LIVE
YOU TOGETHER IN THE : TOGETHER IN HARMONY.
FIRST PLACE... -




WELL 1
CERTAINLY TRY
T0 MAKE SURE

EVERYPONY FEELS
INCLUDED.

UH-OH, ARE
YOU SENSING
TENSION?

OKAY.
THERE'S SOME
TENSION.

MAYBE THERE'S \ )
A LITILE BIT OF

Y\ [ EVERYTHING'S
\ | COMPLETELY

; i
THEY CAN'T
EVEN AGREE ON IF

EY'RE AGREEING OR |
DISAGREEING.

H
~

—

g




WE JUST
HAD A MINOR
DISAGREEMENT, BUT

WHAT FRIENDS DON'T J

HAVE THOSE?

AIRING OUT Y
YOUR ISSUES 13
 HEALTHY!

WE DON'T
HAVE TIME
FOR THAT.

1 DON'T THINK
ANYPONY WOULD
DIAGNOSE THIS AS

HEALTHY.

SEEMS LIKE
WHAT YOU ALL
NEED 1S T0 TALK
IT OUT.

BUT THERE'S >
TRULY NO NEED |
T0 WORRY.
= IN A FEW HOURS, I
PROMISE WE'LL BE BACK T0
THE WELL-OILED, COMPLETELY
IN-SYNC TEAM WE'VE
ALWAYS BEEN.




A FEW HOURS LATER. |

I'M SORRY, BUT
THESE INSTRUCTIONS
ARE REALLY
CONFUSING.

YOU'VE 6OT TIME
UNTIL WE REACH THE
THEY'RE FOR BOULDER \*
,; GRIT CANYON, WHICH WE'RE
THE \ GOING To HAVE T0 PASS
INSTRUCTIONS THROUGH FIRST,

AREN'T FOR THE
Cav

7/ THAT DOESN'T SOUND
LIKE THE LEISURELY SCENIC
ROUTE T WANT IT
T0 BE.

DON'T WORRY. BUT THERE ARE HUGE AND WE'RE
THE CANYONS AREN'T B0y DERS THAT SEPARATE ALEARY ROATNG
DANGEROUS. 4 THE ROAD. SO IF WE GO THE f IME. /=

WRONG WAY, WE COULD /) e
GET VERY LOST.




LUCKILY, DARING
DO LEFT US SPECIFIC
INSTRUCTIONS FOR
NAVIGATING THROUGH
THE BOULDERS.

TURN RIGHT,
THEN LEFT, THEN
RIGHT, RIGHT,
RIGHT, LEFT,

BECAUSE WE'VE
BEEN WALKING THROUGH
BOULDER GRIT CANYON
FOR THE LAST HALF
HOUR...

...AND 1
CAN'T SEE ANY
BOULDERS OR

ARE YOU SURE IT
WAS BOULDER GRIT
CANYON DARING DO WAS
TALKING ABOUT? A

THAT DOESN'T MAKE
leONAESENSSuEﬁPTcP)‘sEEKJ#OLBEE
I 0 —
ONE Blf« Ac&urusmc g
i DARING DO MADE
A MISTAKE.




’

YOU DECIDED T0 WARN g
US ABOUT BOULDER GRIT
CANYON BUT NOT ABOUT THE
CREAKY OLD BRIDGE WITH
; THE 1,000-FOOT
DRoP?!

PERFECTLY
SAFE.

OH, WAIT... IT
TH%%EUCJ&\LSYARJO%CS;EYNT PﬁSTEi%LL&VlJ?
INCI L
HOW ABOUT WE R

FOR NOW.

S TURN RIGHT,
THEN LEFT, THEN

RIGHT, RIGHT, . P e THEN LEFT, THEN
[, LEFT. \ RIGHT, RIGHT,
RIGHT, LEFT. D= \ UCHT, ROHT, )




CAREFUL. THERE'S
A ROTIING PIECE OF
WOOD HERE.

WELL YOUR
SINGING 1S MAKING 1T Yol
A BIT DIFFICULT FOR

BUT IT HELPS
TAKE MY MIND |

OFF THE SCARY
BRIDGE.

YOUR MIND

[ SHOULD BE ON THE

RIGHT, THEN I'VE NEVER BEEN 6OOD AT
LEFT, THEN RIGHT, CONCENTRATING. THERE'RE ALWAYS
RIGHT, RIGHT, 111Y, WE ‘ ToO MANY FUN THINGS AROUND, AND
REALLY NEED TO HOW CAN YOU JUST PICK ONE
CONCENTRATE THING? IT’S IMPOSSIBLE!
\ RIGHT NOW,

WE PLEASE
S$TOP ARGUING




/" COME ON,
~ [ maeic. po Yo
“ THING.

>

1

BUT IT LOOKS
LIKE OUR MAGIC IS
GLITCHING OUT MORE
BY THE SECOND. AND WE

KIND OF LOST i

s 00 S0 WE'LL BE '
e ENTERING THE CAVES WITH

BARELY ANY POWERS AND
NO ROAD MAP? THAT'S
JUST GREAT.

WHY v% {)Eeﬁe Sgév THE | ‘
L LET'S JUST
PIPPSQUEAKS WHEN WE'RE i KEEP MOVING
CLEARLY SUCH A WELL-OILED, [ FORWARD.
COMPLETELY IN-SYNC .

( ww

ASSSSSeeS)




/" THE BASALTIC
CAVES, WE FINALLY
MADE IT!

RIGHT, RIGHT,
RIGHT, LEFT.

ACCORDING TO WELL, 1
DARING DO, THE ONLY DIDN'T MAKE
WAY THROUGH 1S TO IT THAT FAR IN
SOLVE SOME SORT THE BOOK.
N OF CODE. P

GET YOUR HOOVES IN

ALL OF US TO MOVE THIS
BOULDER ASIDE.

POSITION. IT"S GOING To TAKE

DARING DO'S NOT N
KNOWN FOR GIVING
AWAY CLUES, IF IT WAS IN
THE BOOK, IT WOULD HAVE
BEEN HIDDEN IN SOME

_ SORT OF RIDDLE.

/A RIDDLE THAT

HAS T0 DO WITH
TURNING THIS A
DIAL.




BUT HOW \

AND IN WHAT THEN LEFT, THEN You ABOUT SINGING WHILE

WE'RE TRYING T0
 DIRECTION? A, RO _ CONCENTRATE?!

NO! WAIT...
KEEP SINGING.

THE DIRECTIONS IZZY'S
SINGING WERE CLEARLY NOT FOR ¥ ol JF WHAT
BOULDER GRIT CANYON, BuT Twis 7213 SINGIX
ROCK DAL ALSO TURNS RIGHT '
». AND LEFT.

/" RIGHT ONE,
RIGHT ONE,
RIGHT ONE...

TURN
RIGHT ONE,
LEFT ONE...




7 THAT CODE
WAS A REAL HEAD-
SCRATCHER!

BUT LOOK AT US,
ABLE T0 FIGURE IT OUT
BY WORKING AS A
TEAM. BLAH BLAH

. OH, PLEASE YOU REALLY ARE Y
DISCORD. $ToP, IT TICKLES, ALL TRYING YOUR

IT TICKLES. BEST, AREN'T
You?

6T N
THAT UNITY
CRYSTAL!




7/ DON'T LOOK
AT ME WITH THOSE
| WOEBEGONE EYES.
\ I'M DOING THIS
FOR YOU.

FOR ALL

OF You!

L

LET ME
y  SAVE YOU THE
EMBARRASSMENT. ’

=

“N

7~

S

ONE DAY YOU'LL
THANK ME FOR CREATING
EQUALITY AMONG ALL
PONYKIND. BUT IN THE
MEANTIME...

...AT LEAST
YOU CAN INDULGE
IN THESE FLEETING

MOMENTS OF MAGIC
TRAPPED WITH THE
ONES YOU HOLD

WELCOME.

DON'T DO
THIS!

SOMEPONY
HELP Ug!

1088
CONTiNU®D...






wrey AMY MEBBERSON
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