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[ dedicate this beoh te- a wild imaginative spirit
and my dear pery friends:

Theresa ~ Fluttershy
Anneka ~ Rarity
Linda ~ Tusilight Sparkle
Freda ~ Rainbeuy Dash
Krista ~ Applejach
Maridsa, ~ Pinkie Pie

Mo ~ Princesd Celeatia



special invitation arrived at Golden Oak Library in
Ponyville.
“It’s here! It's finally here!” cried Twilight
Sparkle as she opened the shimmering envelope. She began
reading the invitation out loud to Spike, a young dragon who
was her best first assistant at the library.

The pleasure of your company
requedsted at the Annual Aquastria. Race.

Attendants and Jriends are welcome.
The race will ofjicially begin
ajter the First Moon Tide.

Very truly yours,
King |eso,

Ruler of Aquastria

“Isn’t Aquastria ... you know, underwater?” asked Spike.
“Of course it's underwater!” said Twilight.






Twilight asked her friends Rarity, Applejack,
Pinkie Pie, Rainbow Dash, and Fluttershy to come
with her and Spike to Aquastria.

“Watch,” explained Twilight. “I'll cast a spell
that gives you special magical gills so you can
breathe underwater like fish, and fins so you can

swim faster.”

Her unicorn horn glowed, and it was done.

“Hmmm,” said Rarity, waggling her fins.

“I don’t like getting my mane wet!”

“Gall me a landlubber, but I'd rather

keep my hooves on solid ground!”

declared Applejack.



“Is there a party? You can count me in!”
cried Pinkie Pie. “I wonder what happens

to balloons underwater.”

“How will I fly with wet wings?”
grumbled Rainbow Dash.

“I think it sounds like fun,”
Fluttershy whispered softly.
“I"d love to meet our cousins,

the seaponies!”



Twilight Sparkle insisted that the trip would be the
grandest adventure ever, and after lots of convincing, she
finally won over her friends.

There was just one more thing to do before the trip. The
spell for magic gills didn’t work on dragons.

“Here, Spike, you'll need to wear this helmet so you can
breathe,” she said.

Spike looked at the glass bubble, folded his arms, and
shook his head. “I'm definitely not wearing that thing.
Nope. Not wearing it.”

“You have to wear it if you want to come with us,”
insisted Twilight.

Spike shook his head. “No way.”
Twilight stuck it on his head with a quick plunk!



























The ponies were thrilled to spend the rest of the day with
their cousins, the seaponies, who were a funny and friendly
bunch. The mermares were a different matter; they kept to
themselves.

“This is Electra,” Goral said cautiously as one moved
gracefully toward them. “She is one of the fastest
mermares in the race.”

“Nice to meet you!” exclaimed Rainbow Dash as she
bolted up to the towering mermare and thrust out her hoof.

Electra flipped her tail and swam away at lightning
speed.

“What did I say?” asked an embarrassed Rainbow Dash.

“It’'s okay,” said Goral. “Mermares are very shy ... but
I think she’s curious about you. Wait until you see her
race. ... She’s amazing!”

“And nearly impossible to beat,” said Arrow with a sigh.



After a good night’s sleep, the ponies were invited to explore Aquastria.

Rainbow Dash joined Goral
at the Nautilus Stables and
practiced swimming with
the seaponies.

Applejack helped with the harvest
of new seaweed at Oceanic Farm.

Curious to know what sweet treats
were on the menu, Pinkie Pie offered to
help the chefs at Nautilus Hall!




Rarity was given a sneak peek
of the Aquastrian
ceremonial costumes.

And Spike joined Twilight Sparkle and Fluttershy,
who were curious about the Sea Grass Forest.
The trio swam into the dense seaweed
to explore.
























Everyone was relieved, and Goral thanked Nar Wally, but
Arrow knew his injury meant big trouble for the seapony team.

“What do we do now?” asked Arrow, looking at his torn fin.
“There are no other seaponies who are fast enough to race
against the mermares!”

“Maybe ...um ... I could stand in for you?” suggdested Rainbow

Dash. “I've been practicing with the seaponies all day!”
“But it’s the most difficult part of the race, through Grabbit’'s

Glaw Gave!” exclaimed Goral.

Electra overheard them and cried out, “There has never been a
land pony in the Aquastria Race! Not that we're worried about
a land pony beating a mermare, but it’s just not done!”

King Leo made a quick decision. “I decree that

Rainbow Dash may swim in Arrow’s place!” he said.



“Oh, boy, what have I gotten myself into?”

Rainbow Dash asked her friends. She was getting

nervous about racing through the cave.

“T have an idea!” Nar Wa]

ly declared.

“If you shape your tail like a fox-fin ...

push your wings forward like a jellyfly ...



use your hooves like a crabbit’s claws ...

twist your mane into a horn like mine ...

and have some of Pinkie Pie’s
super salty-sweet seaweed snacks,
then you’ll definitely go faster,
Rainbow Dash. Not sure how fast,
but faster!”















After a long wait for a glimpse of the winner, the crowd outside
the cave began to think there might be a problem. The ponies, Spike,
and Nar Wally worried about their friend’s safety.

“Do you think the little gal is okay?” asked Applejack.

“It’s taking so long,” said Rarity.

“I hope they aren’t hurt!” worried Fluttershy.

Rainbow Dash and Electra finally swam out of the cave, hoof
to fin. They surprised everyone as they sailed over the finish line
togdether.

“For the first time in the history of Aquastria—it’s a tie!” declared

King Leo. Everyone cheered!






At the award ceremony that followed, Rainbow Dash and Nar

Wally were given badges in honor of their bravery and Kindness.

Fluttershy was so proud of both her old and her new friends.
Spike was proud, too, and got so excited that he bounced too hard
and nearly floated away!

Pinkie Pie brought out the giant pink kelp cake, while Rarity
oohed and aahed at all the fabulous fashions.

“I added the shell buttons to the ceremonial costumes. Aren’t
they gorgeous?” she asked Applejack.

“Nothin’” is more gorgeous than a batch of freshly grown
seaweed! Except maybe this here Purple Pearl,” said Applejack,
gazing up at the lovely prize given to the mermares and the

seaponies.












Dear Princess,
Aquastria is unlike any other place |

have been to! But the friends | made here

are a lot [ike us, and | [earned an important

esson about friendship today. Sometimes,

helping a friend 1s more important than
proving you’re the best. We won the race
together and found out that new friends

are the best prize ever!

Your faithful student,
Twilight Sparkle















