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I'M SORRY,
PRINCESS CELESTIA,
ARE YOU SAYING
THERE'S ANOTHER
LIBRARY?

NOT
A LIBRARY,
SUNBURST, BUT A
STUDY. I HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN A BIT RETICENT
TO DISTURB MY
FORMER MENTOR'S
THINGS, BUT IT SOUNDS
AS IF IT MIGHT AIP
YOU IN YOUR
RESEARCH.

WAIT! ARE YOU
SAYING THAT THIS STUDY
BELONGED T10...

STARSWIRL

THE BEARDED. YOUR RESEARCH

INTO THE HISTORY OF
EQUESTRIA... I KNOW
STARSWIRL DIP A GREAT
DEAL OF RESEARCH INTO
THIS HMSELFE BUT THOSE
BOOKS PO NOT SEEM
TO BE IN THE
LIBRARY,

Y  ASSUMING
i WE CAN FIND THE |
. CORRECT—

THERE WE
ARE.




THIS 1S AMAZING!
WHO KNOWS WHAT
COULD BE N
HERE!

WELL, I AM CERTAIN
THAT LUNA AND 1 READ
SEVERAL OF THESE
STORIES WHEN WE WERE
UNPER STARSWIRL'S
TUTELAGE.

WHY
WOULD YOU
KEEP ALL OF
\ THIS LOCKED
AWAY?

THEN THERE WAS
THE FIGHT, AND 1 EXILED
LUNA TO THE MOON. AFTER
THAT I WAS TOO BUSY... OR
PERHAFPS IT HURT TOO
MUCH TO THINK OF
THOSE DAYS.

|

’ r STARSWIRL

WAS FOND OF
MYTHS AND
LEGENDS. STORIES
OF PONIES WITH
EXCEPTIONAL

IT LOOKS LIKE
HE WROTE THESE
HIMSELF.

WHEN STARSWIRL
DISAPPEARED, LUNA AND 1
WERE CONVINCED HE WOULD BE
BACK ANY DAY. HE WAS OFTEN
PULLED AWAY ON ADVENTURES,
JUST TO TURN UP A FEW
WEEKS LATER.

HE DIPN'T
RETURN?

AT FIRST, WE WERE
SURE HE WOULD. THEN, ONCE
A FEW MONTHS HAD FASSED,
WE STOPPED LOOKING. BUT WE
WERE STILL YOUNG, AND DIDNT
PARE TO DISTURB OUR

WHEN HE HEARD
A STORY OR A SONG
OF A LEGEND, HE WOULD
ALWAYS WRITE |T DOWN.
USUALLY THEY WERE
NOTHING MORE THAN
TALL TALES.

WHAT
ABOUT THIS

WHAT IS IT
CALLED?

"THE GREAT '\
STARSWIKL THE
BEARPED, THE

TWO SISTERS, AND

THE MAGICAL

VORTEX.”

THAT'S ABOUT
ME! /




LATER THAT NIGHT.

*NOW, WITHOUT A
DOUBT, MANY AMONG YOU
WILL KNOW THE LEGENDS
OF STARSWIRL THE /%
BEARDED.”

FASCINATING!
THIS WAS WRITTEN
BY STARSWIRL, BUT

IT POESN'T READ
LIKE A JOURNAL
HERE.

HE'S WRITTEN

AN ACCOUNT

OF HIS OWN
LEGEND.

"ONE OF THE
GREAT HEROES OF
OUR TIME, STARSWIRL WAS
KNOWN FOR FACING DOWN
MAGICAL CREATURES AND
FORCESZ NO OTHER PONY

WOULD PARE."

2SNORT?
HE CERTAINLY
WASN'T KNOWN
FOR HIS SMALL

h.@ | B But perhaps the most challenging

> | role for Starswirl was not that of
mage, or wanderer, or hero. But the
most dangerous of all professions—
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HALT, KNAVE!
GO NO FURTHER!

Indeed, Starswirl was one of the
gt‘eat pony heroes. His feats will
e sung long after he has left us.

oy e
= g e e e el N
., SN -’r‘:'-a."!l- L R{E “. L) .r .i
o i 2 S

) i R, g L
" - . =~ - o » o
o ,.*._-r--'" i, N, S - "'_"I!r.- . L, -
J ;_re.-al.’_..:u.tk..,n'-:rﬂ. il b =" d




| THE CASTLE OF THE TWO
SISTERS, LONG AGO.
CELESTIA, NO TWO

PONIES HAVE EVER PONE
MORE TO CONVINCE ME

BOTH THAN YOU AND
YOUR SISTER.

STARSWIRL!
MAKE HER LET
ME OUT OF
HERE!

NOW, PRINCESS N
KNAVE, RELEASE YOUR YW
SISTER FROM THAT
MAGICAL BUBBLE
AT ONCE.
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TO POP IT.
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I DID NOT
SAY TO MAKE IT
FLOAT AWAY.

IT'S MEANT
TO BE A SIMPLE
TRAINING EXERCISE,
NOT A CHANCE FOR
YOU TO MAKE YOUR
SISTER PANIC.

WELL, IT'S

NOT MY FAULT
SHE CAN'T
KEEP UP




1IIIIII|||'| "
ARE YOU
OKAY, PRINCESS | ' /
JOB TO MONITOK

OR COMMENT ON | THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SISTER'S | GETTING ME DOWN., HOW
PROGRESS. I AM ), CAN MY OWN SISTER BE
THE INGTRUCTOR /. *— SO MEAN? CAN YOU
. BELIEVE HER?

THAT MUST BE /
FRUSTRATING TO BE

FRANK, HER
COMPLAINT

N SHE 15 RIGHT THAT 1 AM A
y 1.1 ¥ TEACHER TO BOTH OF YOU,
THOUGHT | AND THAT CELESTIA

YOU WERE LEARNS FASTER.
| ONMY

SIDE. . ._ WHEN YOU LAG
BEHIND, SHE DOES
_ NOT LEARN AS MUCH

AS SHE MIGHT.

BUT I'M
PDOING MY

THERE
ARE NO S/PES
HERE, PRINCESS

THE FACT REMAINS %
THAT I MUST TEACH BOTH
OF YOU AS MUCH AS I CAN,
AND THERE 15 NO TELLING |
HOW LONG WE'LL HAVE /.
TOGETHER.

AS A PRINCESS, ZOMEDAY THOSE
THINGS MIGHT BE THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THE SURVIVAL OF YOUR
KINGPOM OR THE FALL OF
ALL OF EQUESTRIA.

IF YOUR BEST IS NOT
UP TO THE TASK, EITHER YOU
MUST FIND A NEW BEST, OR BE
WILLING TO LIVE WITH THE

CONSEQUENCES.
WHEN A ‘ SOMETIMES - S )
CRISIS ARIS OUR LIVES REQUIRE |

'

1 MAY BE CALLED US TO DO THINGS
ON TO PEAL WITH  THAT DO NOT SEEM
IT, AND SOMEDAY IMMEDIATELY
I MIGHT NOT POSSIBLE
RETURN, TO US.




OKAY, 0T
THE SPELLBOOK.
NOW TO PO THIS
WITHOUT WAKING

EVERYONE UF.

OKAY; LUNA,
YOU CAN PO THIS.
TS JUST A MAGIC
BUBBLE. IT'S NOT

EVEN HARD.

FIND A NEW
BEST. 1 HAVE TO
FIND A NEW

I'LL MAKE THAT
SNOBBY SISTER OF

THAT'S THE NEW BEST
I WANT TO FIND.

AN
OKAY. EASY Y

. <%
| NOU@H. HERE




YOU'RE SNEAKING
OH! I HOFE ¥ OUT IN THE MIPDPLE OF
THERE WERE NO THE NIGHT TO PRACTICE, |
CREATURES IN AND YOU STILL CAN'T
THAT BUSH! DO BASIC MAGIC.

THIS '
S REALLY GO ANAY,
SAD. | CELESTIA!

N HEY, I WANT YOU TO GET BETTER. .
i IF YOU CAN FIGURE OUT THIS KID _ 1 DIDN'T IT'S JUST OH, STOF.
STUFF, MAYBE WE CAN GET TO £ SAY T WAS SO THIS SPELL. DON'T EMBARRASS
SOME REAL MAGIC. GREAT, JUST A 1 CAN DO YOURSELF, SISTER.

7 YOU THINK LOT BETTER HARDER
GREAT.

 SPELLS. /

T'LL SHOW
YOU. LET'S SEE...
SOMETHING
HARDER.

T

AHA! OF THe ARDEST
e, W SPELLS N THE BOOK.
ERMloZ I CAN'T EVEN DO
2 TH THAT ONE.

THEN GET
READY TO EAT
YOUR WORDS,

SISTER,




CELESTIA,
WAIT. I THINK

SOMETHING 1S

y YOU MEAN YOU

PIP IT WRONG?

\ SURPRISE. l

PO
YOU HEAR
THAT?

WE SEE GREAT
POWER N YoU. WE WLl
TEACH YOU To EMBRACE

THE PARKNESS

IN YoU.

TELL ME
YOU HEAR
THAT!

LUNA, NOBODY
SAIP ANYTHING.
ARE YOU HAVING A
BREAKPOWN OR
SOMETHING?

THERE'S
SOMETHING BAD
IN THERE. WE NEED
TO SHUT THE
PORTAL.

WELL, YOU'RE
THE ONE WHO
OPENED IT. HOW
DO YOU—




YOU WiLL COME! WE
WILL MAKE YOU STRONGER
THAN CELESTIA! PON'T YoU WANT
10 BE STRONGZ PON'T
YOU WANT T SHOW THAT

Puum% ME SPOILED SISTER OF

TOWARD — YOURS WHAT YOU'RE
SUCKING

P

I DONT WANT
TO GO! THERE'S
SOMETHING IN
THERE THAT
WANTS ME
TO!

YOU WANT To
PESTROY HER?

B I'LL SAVE
SN YOU, LUNA! )

IT'S TOO
| sTRONG
 FOR Mg! |




Y STARSWIRL!
INEED YOUR BB

. .
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WAS ANY OF
LUNA WAS IN THE | THAT ACTUALLY _

WHAT 15 IT. GARDEN AND SHE MADE
: LAUGHED AT HER SO SHE TRIED
‘ TO MAKE A DOOR AND THEN THE
DPOOR ATE HER AND SHE'S GONE
™ “ = AND IT'S GONE AND 1T DON'T
| KNOW WHAT TO PO!




WHAT WAS SHE N/ SHE WAS OUT HERE
THINKING?! THIS 15 AN PRACTICING THE MAGIC
INCREDIBLY DIFFICULT \ BUBBLE, AND I MADE FUN

SPELL. YOU GIRLS HAVE - OF HER FOR HAVING
NO BUSINESS— TROUBLE.

SO SHE TRIED TO
PO THE PORTAL TO
SHOW ME THAT SHE

COULD, AND IT PULLED
HER THROUGH.

il

TELL ME

ABOUT THIS HAFFENED
WORLD YOU BEFORE SHE WAS

SAW. FULLED IN?

/" NOTHING. WELL, ~
SHE SAID A VOICE
SPOKE TO HER, BUT
1 DIPNT HEAR

THIS PRINCESS, OUR
IS MOST WORLD IS ONLY ONE %Q;@N;Hg%?wggm

DISTRESSING OF MANY. THERE ARE AN
INDEED.  / INFINITE NUMBER OF e o T PO e
= WORLDS ALL AROUND US. FORCE MAY CHOOSE
\ THIS SPELL CAN CONNECT
)\ U5 TO ONE OF THOSE
WORLDS,

/ MANY OF THOSE
WORLDS CONTAIN
EVILS WORSE THAN YOU
COULD DREAM. EVILS
THAT HAVE DEVOURED THE
LIGHT OF THEIR OWN
WORLD, AND HUNGER
FOR A TASTE OF A
NEW WORLD,




FIRST, YOU MUST
REALIZE THAT YOU ARE
A BIG SISTER, AND THAT
YOU WILL SOMEDAY BE

THE LEAPER OF

EQUESTRIA.

WHAT DO
1DO?

YOUR SISTER IS LOST
TC YOU TOPAY BECAUSE YOU
FAILED TO SHOW COMPASSION.
BUT SHE 1S ONLY PHYSICALLY LOST.
THE PHYSICALLY LOST CAN BE
PHYSICALLY RETRIEVED.

HOWEVER,

IF YOU FAIL TO
PROVIPE THE CARE
NEEDPED, YOU MAY
LOSE YOUR SISTER
EMOTIONALLY.

AND YOU MUST
REMEMBER THAT THE
TRULY STRONG PO NOT
REGARD WEAKNESS AND
EFFORT WITH DERISION, BUT
WITH ENCOURAGEMENT
AND COMPASSION.

AND YOU
MAY NEVER BE
ABLE TO GET

BUT FOR THE
MOMENT, WE
MUST BE HER
CHAMPIONS.

ANOTHER WORLPD.
SOMEWHERE FULL OF
POWERFUL DARK

WHAT IS THIS
PLACE?T

WE HAVE TO
FIND MY SISTER!
SOMETHING
TERRIBLE COULD
HAPFEN!

240




TS A SIMPLE
MATTER. I CAN TRACK
EITHER OF YOU BY

FIMP PG SHE'S THAT

WAY. NOW STAY
CAN YOU CLOSE AND—

ALL IN
TE%fA*ﬂr_;"E GOOD TIME,

PRINCESS. FIRST,
THE RESCUE.

CELESTIA!

SLOW DOWN! LUNA, WHERE
YOU'RE GETTING ARE YoUu?/

AHEAD OF ME!




CELESTIA HELP —I DON'T
ME! THE VOICE. IT = KNOW WHAT! I
WANTS ME TO BE , JUST WANT TO

SOME SORT

WE'RE ©GONNA
GET YOU HOME,
LUNA! YOU CREATURES
GET AWAY FROM
MY SISTER!

7 ONLY I GET
| TOPICKONM
C EEE

YOU'RE
THROWING ROCKS
NOWEFY THAT'S IT! NO
MORE MI=5 NICE
PRINCESS!




I YOU CAME

OF COURSE
IDID. YOURE MY
SISTER. NOW,
WATCH YOUR
HEAD!

WHAT DID WELL, IF THEY
THANKS FOR YOU SAY THEY THINK YOU'RE <O
THE RESCUE. WANTED WITH POWERFUL,
NOW WHAT? THEY THINK THEY'LL: LET YU
I DON'T KNOW. 1 I'M SOMEBODY G0, RIGHT?
PIPN'T REALLY HAVE A ELSE. LIKE, I HAVE
PLAN. I KIND OF RAN OFF SOME SORT OF
AND L-E;; j}:lrgﬁﬁwm POWERFUL DARK

OH! THAT
DOESN'T SOUND
LIKE YOU AT
ALL.

WHAT CAN I SAY?
WHEN MY SISTER'S IN
DANGER, I PON'T STOP
TO THINK EVERYTHING

ALLoW HER To
LEAVE!

I PON'T THINK
THEY'RE GOING TO
LET ME LEAVE.

1 GOT THE SAME
IMPRESSION.







GET
EEHJJ}’F

ME: YOU WANT

« POWERFUL MAGIC,

BW CREATURES? TRY
| \ SOME OF MINE!

Vo -~
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YOUSHALL "\
NOT HAVE THESE |
GIRLS, FOUL

STARSWIRL! THERE'S
SOMETHING ELSE
CONTROLLING IT.

SOMETHING—

Z ‘ Py y _
@ e - GET TO THE
PORTAL! T’LL TAKE
| | & | CARE OF THIS.
”.ﬂ @ s

o, e




TIME TO
GO, LITTLE s
SISTER! S R 5UT WHAT ABOUT
| STARSWIRLI?

STARSWIRL
CAN TAKE CARE
OF HMSELF.

1 WOULD
NEVER DO




I'VE BEEN A BAD
BlIG SISTER. I SHOULD
HAVE BEEN LOOKING®
OUT FOR YOU, NOT
MAKING FUN

Naturally, that
was the very
moment |
reemerged from
the portal.

the giant
golem. and left |
m rather a
hurry.

BUT YOU'RE
RIGHT TO MAKE
FUN OF ME. MY
MAGIC |S WEAK.
I'LL NEVER BE

AS GOOD AS

I HAVE TO GO BACK! I CANT LET
STARSWIRL GET STUCK IN ANOTHER
PIMENSION BECAUSE OF MY
FOOLISHNESS.

' LUNA, WAIT! |

WAS MY FOOLISHNESS

THAT CAUSED THIS,
NOT YOURS.

YOU MADE A

i PORTAL TO A WHOLE 7 WE CAN WORK
B OTHER WORLD. EOU’RE T ON THE BUBBLE! YOU 14

INCREDIBLE. * AND ME, TOGETHER.

BUT I CAN'T
EVEN MAKE A
BUBBLE!

\ HAVE AHUG?Z /oW

THAT SOUNDS
GREAT. CAN I

I'm afraid | may
have ruined the




¥ “AND THAT, READER,

S WHERE THIS TALE

OF STARSWIRL AND
HIS PUPILS ENDS.

THE SISTERS
ARE RECONCILED Vi
AND I AM CONFIDENT
THAT NOTHING WILL
B\ EVER DRIVE THEM
APART AGAIN.

P

'/ AND IF THAT VOICE
[ THAT LUNA HEARD 15 TO
d BE BELIEVED, WE MAY
HAVE AVOIDED A GREAT
\ TRAGEDY FOR BOTH
SISTERS.”

riting thi For in a leader, there is no
l than in my journal in hopes | greater quality than compassion.
that it may find its way back |
| to them some day. |

Order can be obtained
through strength and fear.

| Only when wt!‘iva to
| stand one another,
can we all become greater.
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