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COULD SURE
GET USED

AT THE SPA, IT'S L
YOU THREE!

AND NOW,
DARLINGS,
I HAVE A
WONDERFUL
SURPRISE
\ FOR YOU. ,

A REFRESHING
STEAM USING THE
SPRING THAT FLOWS
NATURALLY FROM THE
EVERFREE FOREST!

IT'S THE
REASON THE SPA
LY WAS BUILT ON THIS
PRECISE SPOT.

&)
o

RELEASE THE NEZD
SPRING AND LET
THE STEAMING

. BEGIN!




OH, DARLING! §
I ASKED YOU

EETS NOT
PO%5/BLE!

WHAT'S NOT
POS5IBLET

HAS DRIED UP!

ZEE SPRING

i NO WATER IS

COMING POWN
FROM EET!

RAINBOW DASH,
DIDN'T YOU SAY
THAT CLOUDSDALE
GOT HIT WITH THE

EQUINE FL
REALLY BAD? /4

OH YEAH! 5O
MANY PONIES
ARE SICK THAT
THERE AREN'T
ENOUGH HEALTHY
ONES TO MAKE
RAIN cLoOUDS?

RIGHT! APPLEJACK
1S WORRIED THAT
THERE ISN'T ENCUGH
RAIN FOR THE
ORCHARD.

\ 4/ BuT
. WAY
COULD HAVE DRIED

upP

THERE'S NO
THE SPRING

THIS QUICK.

YOU KNOW
WHAT THIS
SOUNDS LIKE

A
OR

A JoB F
THE CUTIE MARK
CRUSADER—

S




ZECORA!
ARE WE GLAD
TO SEE YOU!

KNOW THE WAY
TO THE NATURAL
SPRINGT

WHICH WAY
TO THE
SPRINGT

7 HUH, GUESS
WE SHOULD HAVE
A ASKED WHERE THE
SPRING WAS BEFORE
RUNNNG OFF. £

1 SENSE ITS N
B TROUBLE THAT

f —SLEUTHING

THE NATURAL
WONDER OF
WHICH YOU
\ SPEAK-
7 —WiLL SHOW )

[ ITSELF BEYOND |
THE CREEK. 4




BUT IT’S NOT 1= /
y THEN WHY
DRIED UP._J SIIH ISN'T IT LEADING
_ TO THE SPA?
L

HERE'S WHERE
THE WATER SHOULD
BE LEADING TO THE
SPA... EXCEPT TS
PRIED UR. p
HERE!
SOMEPONY
BUILT A DAMN AR @
A\ TO BLOCK IT. 4

J AND IT'S

| SENDING THE
WATER INTO
THIS PIPE

Y WHOEVER |5
AT THE END OF
¢\ THIS PIPE—

-5 THE
PONY GUILTY OF
DIVERTING THE

NATURAL PATH OF J=

THE SPRING! / \/




\._QJ_F_?' s I-.,"-' ad
HOW LONG ]
IT CAN'T BE ' CAN THIS THING
FARTHER.
™~

{ CMON! WHY

ARE YOU
STOFFING?

WHY WOULD THE
PIPE BE LEADING
TO SWEET APPLE

ACRES?




THERE MUST BE
AN EXPLANATION.

APPLE BLOOM,
e
PROBABLY NOT {4 APPLEJACK
BOUT THE Lack ) | THE EXELANATION i
v OF RAIN? LOOKING FOR. ! FROM THE SPA...
WOULD SHE?

MAYBE
SOMEPONY RAN
THE PIPE THROUGH
SWEET APPLE ACRES
WITHOUT THE APPLES
KNOWING?

RIGHT! MAYBE |IT
CUTS THROUGH
HERE, BUT KEEPS
ON @OING.

syr—

I GUESS IT
ENDS HERE
AFTER ALL.




BUT, HOW
po Yyou
INVEGTI@ATE

YOUR OWI

WE HAVE TO
FIND OUT WHO IN :
\ THE APPLE FAMILY |
DOING THIS! A8

A
fii
oc?
OR CLEAR
THEIR NAME!
LOOK,
THERE'S
APPLEJACK >
5 GET NOW!
e

5CODTALOO
l
\




Howpy!
SINCE YOU'RE
ASKIN', I'M
KINDA TIRED.

WINONA'S BEEN
BARKING HER HEAD
OFF THE LAST
FEW NIGHTS. LIKE
THERE'S SOMEPONY
OUT HERE.

WHAT BRINGS
YOU THREE
OVER HERE?

WE WERE JUST
TALKING ABOUT THE
LACK OF RAIN.

IF IT WAS
AFFECTING
YOU HERE.

oL
THOSE HYBRIDS
BUT IT HASN'T HURT
AR LR SURE NEED A LOT

WHY'D
MORE WATER. yoU ASK?
THOUGH I AM A
LITTLE WORRIED
ABOUT BRIGHT
MAC AND P QE 2

UHHH, WORKING
C £ A
BUTTER'S TR

J ON A 5CHOOL
. REPORT ABOUT
4 : THE WEATHER.

THANKS,
515!




- 1 I KNOW
WHY'D YA QUESTIONING
puLL Us Away I you know
S0 QUICK? Y?ggHzéglLY

BUT WE NEED TO
IF SWEET APPLE DO IT IN ORDER 10
ACRES WERE REALLY RULE THEM OUT.
IN TROUBLE, SHED
TELL ME! ALRIGHT, LET'S
G0 TALK TO
GRANNY SMITH
AND BIG MAC!

GEE, GRANNY,
THAT PIE SURE 15
PIPING HOT.

7 THIS LACK \ / BAD ENOUGH
OF RAIN IS \ TO PIVERT THE

STARTING TO BE : NA(;UIE;;LHQPR]N@

- Vi

A PROBLEM, ERE? /4




HONESTLY, I Tt
 DON'T KNOW.

YEAH, ME
NEITHER.

AND I HATE TO
Py 48U THEM DID IT. o
: THAT PIPE LEADING
STRAIGHT FROM THE
NATURAL SPRING AND
STOPPING RIGHT IN THE
MIDDLE OF SWEET
APPLE ACRES...

5 1JUST DONT
/el KNOW WHAT
(\_TO THNK!

SE @ up |
AT THE FARMER‘i ~
MARKET TOMORROW
MORNING, 50 1
BE'I';]FEK EIEAD




BE SOMETING ' .
; APPLEJACK?
WE'RE MEoine: ( o1 Nace whiar GRANNY BIG MAC CAME
=] 1O ARE YOU DOING N WANTED TO MAKE ¥ INTO TOWN FOR
HERE? HER SPACIAL SMORE BACING )

READY TO
¢ HEAP HOME,
OKAY, . LITTLE FILLY?
AFFLE BLOOM,
WE'LL SEE YOU
TOMORROW
\ AFTER THE
v MARKET.

YOU THREE
STILL WORKING

ON THAT WEATHER S0,
PROJECT? EV%%H%N@

WHY DO
YOU ASK?

MAYBE IT'S
JUST ME, BUT  p
PONYVILLE SEEMS
\ ALITTLE BIT LESS |
FRIENDLY TODAY. L\




WE USUALLY

RE NOT A :
D\.Cr)\JcL,L,Aﬁ‘Il: SINGLE PONY |8
MARKET! HAS‘ STOPPED |
Y TODAY!
1 )
e,
S ; N
SN ; Sk

202

GRANNY'S
SPECIALTY.

APFLE
PIE!

TS

7 WHAT IN
o TARNATION

GOING ON?

ISN'T EVEN
SELLING! £ ' N

1S




EVERYPONY :
Howpy, V ELSE HERE IS THATIS WHAT
PONIES! AM  ACTING 50 1M HERE TO
I GLAD TO STRANGE. L10
SEE YoU. | /— .
. o
/ 3| 2
i A
o \ ~ 209 | - %
(=) : = A
: © WHAT'S
SSC_ A" YEAH, THAT'S 1 i G
‘A \ TERRBLE. )
-\ - \/ NOw, WHAT'S 24
% ‘E THIS ABOUT OFANY
+ CIDER? -
THERE ARE
SOME UNFLATTERING
RUMORS FLOATING
AROUND THE MARKET
TODAY ABOUT THE
APPLE FAMILY.
d WHO'S
SPREADING
RUMORS
ABOUT U57
3 < o P
— ol lLl.-
& WHATZ! J/2 ) ~ —
s /
=
70 [ ]I : No| [
. | X J
) y k! 1, B
= \
s ' UH OH.

SOMETHING
ABOUT WATER
FROM THE SPRING
BEING DIVERTED

INTO SWEET
APPLE ACRES.

WELL, THAT'S
ALIEE IF1IEVER
HEARD ONE!




Ry
PO YOU KNOW
GOING ON! A SOMETHING
7 ABOUT THIS,
APFLE BLOOM?

JUST THAT
THE SPRING IS
LEAPING INTO

SWEET AFFLE AND AFTER
ACRES. QUESTIONING
THESE THREE,
I DPON'T THINK

DONT THIN 15 1T ABOUT N\

7 THE WHOLE
TOWN ACCUSING
MY _FAMILY OF
STEALING

OF COURSE
WE DIDNT!

AND WHAT DO
YOU MEAN YOU

WATER?
QUESTIONED
us?!

|F WE WERE
THAT BAD OFF,
WE'D ASK FOR

I'M GONNA
GIVE THEM
ALL A PIECE

OF MY MIND.




GIVE US A

CHANCE TO

FIGURE THIS
out!

BY WORKING IT, PO
YOU MEAN ACCUSING
INNOCENT PONIES?

WE'VE ALREADY
BEEN WORKING THE
CASE, AND JUST
NEED A LITTLE BIT

LONGER.

K

THA
NOT FAIR!

WHO WouLp
NEED TO DIVERT
THE SPRING?

NO, THEY N
PONTUSE ALOT ¥
OF WATER IN
A THEIR GOODS.

STEP RIGHT UP
AND SEE THE MOST
INCREDIBLE MIRACLE
YOU'NE EVER LAID
\ EYES ON!

GREETINGS
PONYVILLE!

WE JUsT
NEED SOME
TIME!
WE'LL CLEAR
YOUR NAME!
'™
SORRY,
Sisl
: (
. ' 0@
S -

WE ARE
OVERLOOKING
SOMETHING
oBvIoUs.

ICAN
\ FEEL IT

YE5, BROTHER
OF MINE! WHAT
PO YOU HAVE TO

SHOW THEMZ




WHERE.
ARE. THEY?

- THEEHDALD’@ 7 )
: " INDEED! A
PLUPEARPPLE! /ol L' 4 ' \_/ NEVER-BEFORE-

SEEN HYBRID OF
| @ @ \  ohiry

\ S
\ THE MOST ._‘L >

DELIGHTFUL ==

S Ny . .-
[ ¢ T 15 BITS PER e

‘5PECIMEN’




WELL, IF IT
ISN'T A MEMBER
HE AP

OUR INCREDIBLE

DIVERTED TO SWEET
AFPLE ACRES.
ISN'T THAT
50, OH
BROTHER
OF MINE?

1 KNOW YOU
THESE HYBRID
FRUITS.

AND BLAMING
THE APPLES!

( AND WE'RE
GOING TO
FPEOVE IT.

THE CUTIE
MARK CRUSADERS
SUPER SLEUTHS!




THE FLIM FLAM
BROTHERS
ALRIGHT.

¥ LETS GET N\
BACK TO SWEET

C'MON, SLEUTHS,
THOSE FLIM FLAM
BROTHERS MUST HAVE
THE WATER LEADING
SOMEWHERE ELSE!

START
CLEARING
AWAY THESE
LEAVES!

LIKE IT STOPPED AT
SWEET QEPLE




BROTHER OF
MINE, I TOLD YOU
THIS PLUPEARPPLE
TREE WOULD NEED

TOO MUCH WATER
ONCE THE FRUIT
CAME IN!

THE BURIED

BUT
AND LOOK
WHERE IT'S

PIPE KEEPS K
GOING! ™ J9 LEADING.

ANYPONY WOULD BE
SMART ENOUGH TO
FIGURE OUT THAT THE
APFLES WEREN'T
STEALING IT!

CUTIE

FORGET IT,
FLIM, IT'S
PONYVILLE.

ARE WE
JUST GOING s
bV l TO LET THEM
-, LEAVE?




NOW, THIS
1S MORE

HOW CAN WE
EVER REPAY YOU
FOR SOLV

TH:s VRaTER?
]

: ND
[ RETURNING
THE SPRING'S
NATURAL

/ AND NOW,
DARLINGS, ARE
YOU READY TO

FINALLY HAVE
THAT STEAM?

THINK OF
ONE WAY.

OH, APPLEJACK:
WE ARE S0 SORR
FOR LJSTENIN@ TO

[clerlid

AND BLAMING
THE APPLE FAMILY.

CAN YOU EVER
FORGIVE US?

COURSE!

OF 1
I'M JUST GLAD
IT'S OVER, THANKS
TO THESE HERE
FILLIES.

WE'VE HAD
ENOUGH OF
NATURAL SPRING
WATER FOR A
WHILE.

The]End!
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/ Great cinnamon
sticks! Pinkie Pie,
WHAT are you

I've memorized
all the recipes in the
Sugarcube Corner
cookbook/

| am gonna
DESTROY everyone else
at the Equestria Super
Chef Competition/

l\\fli-.!.

A\
(T
y f_\\?‘w-:
- ‘ﬁ‘

r " % !“5‘&&
- D ‘*’;’J“,‘
; T LT A
P N

(C1L 1

- T
o

1S5 GONNA BE THE

gpeabes(;

daygjeven

But HOW can | get to the
Hedge Maze Center without all

this KNOWLEDGE sloshing
: out of my brain?

Pinkie, are you
planning fo CLEAN
UP this mess?




And why is Pinkie Pie
walking like the sky
is about to fall?

Now, where
in the blazes is
the BACKSTAGE
ENTRANCE?

IF that’s even what
Granny Smith’'s note
says. Her hoofwriting’s
like watchin’ a spider
do the polka after
fallin’ in an
ink-puddle.

Oh well.
Better get this
pie delivered while
it's still--

spill.. recipes.

a mite
Come to V7 further--
Applejack,

little pief [




You're late! Come on,
I'll take you around
+o the stage door.

Oh, thank
you kindly/f

If anypony’s \
looking for the BEST
ATHLETE in all
Equestria--

| got NUMBER FIVE,
and we’re moving--

| admit | was
havin’ some trouble
findin’ my way
around here/

Great. Number Four \
just showed up and  \_
we’re good to go in




Fillies and gentlecolts,
put your hooves together
For' the NINTH ANNUAL
EQUESTRIA SUPER : .
CHEF contestants/ This year’s theme is
DESSERTS, and with only
THREE ROUNDPS to decide
which pony trots off with
the 50,000 bit prize--

By Alex de Campi € Carla Speed McNeil/! Colors by Jenn Manley Lee € Bill Mudron/

And, as always, providing you in the
So who's signin’ fer back with a magical close-up ¢ personal
this pie? | can’t read ! view of the action, it's our very own
Granny Smith’s
hoofwritin--

you can call
'\, me Don.

can call me

Just go over to | And NOW,
Table Five and wait/ i let's meet our
I’ll be right with you. J _ contestants/




From Manehattan, it's...

EXCLUSIVE cuisine
for EXCLUSIVE
ponies, darlings/

/ Hey bros/ You
ready to FIRE up
your appetites?’ /.

From Las Pegasus, n"s...

BLADE SPARXX'

Sweet treats
from MY family
to YOURS/

( Erom right here in Ponyville,
it’s hometown girl...

Here she is/
I'm so excited
| could FAINT/

C’'mony
Pinkie/
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