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GO GET A HOT
CIPER?

PLACES ‘ROUND HERE WON'T

| BE AS GOOD AS MY FAMILY'S!

BUT IT MIGHT STILL BE NICE
TO HAVE A LITTLE HEAT IN

For A crarT JIi l l
% PROJECT?
THAT SOUNDS
GREAT, APPLEJACK!
HMM... EXCUSE ME?

PO YOU HAVE ANY

OUR HOOVES?
- COTTON BALLS?

I'LL GLADLY
"| CHECK N BACK,
\._ PRINCESS!

. JUST LET ME GET
S| THIS HEARTHSWARMING
DISPLAY BALANCED...

DOES IT SEEM
LIKE PONIES GET
READY FOR THE
HOLIDAY EARLIER

AND EARLIER
EACH YEAR?

WELL, WE
START EARLIER
THAN MOST. SOME
PONIES NEED A |—
LITTLE EXTRA TIME [T
TO CROCHET A
HEARTH-POLL
NET RIGHT.

SPIKE AND APPLE BLOOM \
DON'T NOTICE. ONCE THEY
START THINKING ABOUT
HEARTHSWARMING
PRESENTS...




i YOU'RE RIGHT! ¥/ SWEETS!
{ TI'VE BEEN S0 BUSY | TREATS! TASTY
. HELPING TWILIGHT EATS! AND
|| TRANSLATE SOME OLD P BEST OF
\ PRAGON SCROLLS—
N\ I1OUESS ILOST HEARTHSWARMIN'
IS MY FAVORITE
TIME A YEAR!

ALL RIGHT, EVERYPONY— oo
I'M ALWAYS GLAD TO SEE
YOU GET EXCITED, BUT THE
\ HOLIDAY ISN'T ABOUT

g PRESENTS.

RIGHT. IT'S
ABOUT TAKING
TIME WITH YER
d FAMILY, AND THE
| FOLKS YOU LOVE
TO APFRECIATE R

IT'S NOT LIKE

WE STILL HAVE Ao
HEARTHSWARMING |5
PLENTY OF TIME | "GOING TO SNEAK  /

TO PREPARE.




BROTHERSZ/ I %
HEARTHSWARMING
"SEASON"?

7 \WHY—WHAT'S THAT
o you saip, PRINCESS
" TWILIGHT?

NOWTHAT /5 A N\
GREAT IDEAIWRY  \

FAVORITE HOLIPAY A5
BIG AND AS LONG AS |
THE SNOWY SEASON |
ITSELFFY

A

UNF! T 20T
A BAD FEELIN
'‘BOUT THIS...




N WHY NOT GET IN
THAT HAPFPY HOLIPAY
MoopP A LITTLE
EARLIERZ!

AND NOTHING
COULD BRING THAT
FEELING FASTER

—DPECORATIONS! )=

kL !

THEY DO/ YOU'RE
/ WELCOME!
OH, WELL... o W

I GUESS IF YOU \ e\ & 4
ALL LIKE IT 50 |~ \ <
OUR BltL. FEEL
FREE TO PAY U5 IN
BITS OR SMALL
GEMS|

DO YoU
a7 U KNOW EXACTLY HOW b
MANY DAYS [T 15 UNTIL [

< WELL, NOW
i \ YOU CAN, WHEN

YOU PURCHASE THIS
COUNTPOWN

OH! WELL... IF
1 REMEMBER
(SURPRISES
YOUR LOVED ONES
WILL WANT TO FIND
INSIPE SOLD
SEPARATELY)




HOLD UP!
NOW, I LOVE
HEARTHSWARMIN'
AS MUCH AS THE
NEXT PONY. /i

/ AAAANND—THE
[ FLIM-FLAM FAMILY
: SPECIAL RECIPE

—EVERY TIME
THESE HERE SWINPLERS
COME IN T TOWN, THEY
HORNSWAGGLE Y'ALL INTO
BUYIN' SOMETHIN' THAT
AINT WHAT THEY
CLAIM IT T' BE!

ONLY—COOKIE

HEARTHSWARMING | Gnzanteep

COOKIES!

Y SIS I KNOW THEY

FIBBED N THE PAST,
BUT HOW THE HAY COULD
THS BE BAMBOOZLE?
THEY JUST BROUGHT
DECORATIONS!

—WINPY THE
wiNeico!
(]
°




A
|| HAVE HEARD OF UHOW PONY,

- e —£ >4 CORN, AND PEGASUS
y DROVE WNDIEOS

BUT HAVE YOU
EVER WONPERED—
SINCE THEY PISAFFEARED
L\ HOW WE GET SNOW ON
_ HEARTHSWARMING

.
ENOUGH ON EACH W
WINPIGO! |~ HEARTHSWARMING s




v
50

FIRE UP! THE |

THE COLD AS
LONG AS YOU
. BELIEEEEVE! J

SPECIAL! SHOWING HER
A LITTLE KINDNESS ENSURES
WE HAVE JUST THE RIGHT
AMOUNT OF SNOW TO MAKE
HEARTHSWARMING
COZY! 5000—

BACK TO THE COOKIES!
THESE ARE WINDY'S
_ FAVORITE!

KINDNESS KEEPS
MOST WINDIGOS

50 BUY THESE
COOKIES—TELL YOU WHY
THROW THEM UP INTO THE
SKY AND THEN YOU KNOW

THAT WIN! DY! WILL! BE!

—WHEN YOU WANT
CcOLP—BUT NOT TOO MUCH
WINPY BRINGS HER MAGIC
TOUCH! ANP A PERFECT GUST
OF MC%NP FROSTY




DID THEY JUST..
MAKE UP SOME
CHARACTER? TO
EXPLAIN sSNOW?/

YOU...
YOU'RE RIGHT,
PRINCESS.

/" —WHEN YOU BUY '\
WINDY'S HOLIPAY
SPECIAL cOMIC )

\ "~ BOOkK!

I THINK IT WAS
ACTUALLY JUST T
SELL STUFF. BUT AS
BlG MAC WOULD

ONE AT A
TIME! ONE AT A
TIME! WE HAVE

MORE THAN ENOUGH

MERCHANDISE TO
GO AROUND!

" WHILE I 2O ALWAYS
APPRECIATE A CHEERY

S| SONG—I DON'T THINK THE

SNOW OUTSIDE 1S WHAT

Al MAKES HEARTHSWARMING

S0 SPECIAL!

AND I WORRY
THAT ALL THIS
EXTRA... STUFF JUST
PISTRACTS U5 FROM
THE REAL MEANING OF
HEARTHSWARMING!

7~ 50 REMIND YOURSELF
| OF THE TRUE MEANNG OF
\  HEARTHSWARMING—

/ A HoLIPAY
SPECIAL cOMICT! §
WE SHOULD ALL
BUY EXTRAS AS
PRESENTS FOR
EVERYPONY

AND TO ENSURE
WINPY WILL FEEL
ALL THE KINDNESS

SHE NEEDS TO KEEP
BRINGING A PERFECT
BLANKET OF

7 excuse ve, G8e

EVERYPOI




|

‘:@’

W -~

~ e
WELL... AT
LEAST MAYBE
SOME MORE PONIES
WILL NEED GIFT
BOXES?
\\\
\

ALL RIGHT! YoU TOO, SPIKE. I'D
THAT'S 'BOUT Wl RATHER NOT HAVE THEM JN
ENOUGH. C'MON, RUIN OUR EVENNG

| A 4rrLe BLoom!

AAPAWW! BUT I
WANTED T’ SEE
MOOOORE!

TOGETHER.

IT LOOKS LIKE
THEY HAVE
L\ WIND-OPOLY/!




HMWWZY
WHATS THA—Z/

SINGING! NO
B\ “wiwpicos!

GooopP
MORNING,
TWILIGHT!

OH. SPIKE?

SORRY,
1 THINK I HAD
FLIM AND FLAM'S
SONG STUCK IN
MY HEAD ALL
NIGHT.

THAT'S OKAY! I JUST
THOUGHT I'D BRING YOU
A NICE WARM BREAKFAST
ON THIS PERFECTLY
CHILLY MORNING—!

HE
coOULD PIsclss MY PRESENTS 1'D THE WINDY THE
HEARTHSWARMING LIKE! LET'S WINDIGO SHIRT THE
LisT/ SE WINDY POLL. WINDY
COLORING BOOK,
WINDY SLIPPERS,

WINDY TRAPING
"HEARTHSWARMING... : _' CARDS —




THE WINDY BOW,
WINDY LUNCH BAG,
WINDY GLUITAR —

HRRRGH! N\
APFPLE BLOOM
| JUST WON'T QUIT
! THIS WINPY |}

OH, SHUCKS,
DEAR! SHE'S
JUST A FOAL!

NO HARM IN
LETTIN' HER GIT
EXCITED!

—WINDY SNOW .
CONE MACHINE, WINDY
WINPBREAKER,

YOU NEVER \
LET ME AN’ MAC
BUY INTA THAT KIND' |
A MAKE-BELIEVE
STORIES, RIGHT A
GRANNY?

7 BUT ALL THIS FUsS

IS OVER SOMETHIN' THEM
FLIM-FLAM BROTHERS
JUsT MAPE UP! /

HOW ‘BOUT YOU TAKE
A BREAK AN’ ASK THAT
NICE CUSTOMER IF SHE
NEEDS HELFP FINPIN®
ANYTHING?

»)/4" I UsUALLY
| MAKE APPLE PIE
\ THIS TIME OF



...BUT PO
YOU HAVE ANY OF
THOSE SPECIAL WINDPY
COOKIES INSTEAD?
OR WINDY—SPICE

( OH! HEY,
APPLEJACK...

TALKING ABOUT
WINDY, HUHZ

Y~ YOU STILL HAVE SPIKE'S THE X0
SOME BREAKFAST = SAME. TRY WHATT | .
A\ NYOURMANE. 4 pO.1GoToMY | | o
i gl T PrACE.. 4 ACTUALLY GO TO THE
= PLACE THAT MAKES

MEAN, LIKE—PICTURE A
NICE GROVE A AFFLE [==
TREES?




fTOREf : ﬂ

(" 1sHouor YIB
KNOWN. &

0 (:@'

/TP IT PLAYS WINDY
THE WINPIGO!

NSNS /8

a5 s
THEY SAID A 7 ~ ""
SURVEY FOUND THAT \ [ >

ELEVEN OUT OF TEN
PONIES WANT TO HEAR '
AN ENPLESS LOOP OF
THE SAME HOLIDAY
MUSIC WHEN THEY GO
ANYWHERE THIS
TIME OF YEAR!

— —( THEY RUINED A ' P
BOOK STORE... NOW 4

THEY'VE GONE

TOO FAR! N |
00 - |

&

Sheo! ) J ot




ANOTHER SATISFIED
PUSHOVER! -EH- I MEAN
CUSTOMER!

\ —MAYBE NEXT
"HEARTHSWARMING YEAR IT SHOULD
SEASON" IS THIS START THE DAY AFTER
PROFITABLE— NIGHTMARE
NIGHTZ!

EXCUSE ME,
DARLINGS—BUT IF YOU K’
LINE, STAY AHEAD OF J\I  JORee THERE

THE TRENDS!

; THE BLUE-GRAY
' SomPly |\ THE CRABLIE
. = — T .
Tﬁ[mYTﬁ%NLE;?fEE = o UNCOUTH. VARIANT? p
SHOW OF YOURS HAS i
GONE ON LONG
ENOUGH!

YEAH! HOW
BOUT YOU HAVE THE
DECENCY T PACK UP
WHILE THESE FOLKS
| STILL GOT TWO BITS
T RUB TOGETHER.

WHAT SEEMS TO ; YOU! AND \
BE THE PROBLEM, / THE ENPLESS NEW
. PRINCESS? THINGS YOU TRICK
| THESE PONIES INTO
WANTING! EVERYPONY'S
TOO PISTRACTED,
AND NOT FOCUSING
ON WHAT'S
IMPORTANT—/

TROUBLE
FOcCUsING,

f WE'VE
YOU SAY?! ST

THE THING!




THIS ISN'T ABOUT
SONGS, OR TOY5, OR
COOKIES! IT'S ABOUT NOT
MAKING PONIES FEEL LIKE
THEY HAVE TO SPEND THIS
SPECIAL TIME WAITING IN

, LINE JUST TO BUY

YOU'RE
| RIGHT THIS 15
A SPECIAL

7 "HEARTHSWARMING
SEASON"—YOU WERE

IT THAT, WEREN'T

THE FIRST ONE TO CALL

THAT'S
NOT HOW 1
REMEMBER—

AND LOOKY YOUR \
L] OWN PRINCESS TWILIGHT \
N SPARKLE HAS NOT ONLY
DECLARED A LONGER
HEARTHSWARMING
HOLIDAY —

—SHE CAN'T
RES/ST OUR
SPECIAL RECIPE,
EITHER!

WELL,

IF THEY'RE
GEO0P ENOUGH
FOR PRINCESS

TWILIGHT— [

¥ T AIN'T NO USE.
WHEN IT COMES T/
SELLIN— -

—THESE
FELLAS CAN'T
BE BEAT/

WELL...
YOU KNOW
WHAT THEY SAY.
IF YOU CANT
BEAT 'EM—




: THATS RIGHT EVERYPONY! | D
T T 174 a8
GENEROUS ENOUGH TO GIVE ( —BND N THAT SPIRIT,
. [ M GOING TO ASK US TO

\ “ME CREDIT FOR EXTENDING / Flcone e

HEARTHSWARMING — d

\ Ho p GENEROSITY TO EACH
: _ OTHER/

WASN'T IN THE

IN FOLLOWING THE N\
KIND, GENEROUS SPIRIT
WINDY DEMONSTRATES BY
GRANTING US A BEAUTIFUL
SNOW FALL— &Y —ALL WINDY
2 ITEMS SHALL,
V  —ASKING FROM NOW ON,
NOTHING BUT A B LEEE OF
KINDNESS IN ) CHARGE!

e
Sureven it T " ALREADY GOT AR
: BARELY MORE THAN WE
- SPENT TO MAKE
THIS JUNK/

7" A FREE WINDY )
B e e ITEM FOR EACH
{ You reADY TO 3 CUSTOMER,
Y e T 14 PERHAPS?
PONIES THE
SAME SPIRIT OF
8\ ~cenerOSITY
YOU'VE BEEN
SELLING




&P
A

Y s

PACK UP THE
SLEIGH! PACK UP
THE SLEIGH!

o AAHHH...
- SORRY, FOLKS
AND FILLIES!

SEEMS WE
JsT soLP oUT
FIVE MINUTES

GREAT! NOW WHAT

— AM I SUPPOSED TO
N\ GET MY FOAL?/

I NEED
MORE OF THOSE
COOKIES! {

15 FRIENDSHIP
GONNA GIVE ME BACK
THE TIME 1 WAITED A
IN LINE?!

OTHER STORES HAVE
WINDY STUFFZ!

HEY! MAYBE SOME

S0 MUCH
FER HAVIN' FUN THIS
HEARTHSWARMIN'!

HAFFY
HEARTHS WARMIN'
EVRYFONY!

YEAH! YOU
JUST PROVE OFF
"\ EVERYTHING ON
5 MY LisT!







HOW COME %
IT ANT EVEN |

| gfi}; ; =

_,“.‘] A3 _—

=




&
GLAD TO SEE
YOU, THOUGH. A
Y

WELL... I
DIDN'T WANT
YOU TO FEEL

ALONE.

HAPPY
HEARTHSWARMING
EVE, APPLEJACK. L.

AND 1 GUESS...
1 WAS FEELING
LONELY, TOO.

' 4
s U |

WANNA WAIT WITH |

ME FER PINKY"S FAMILY?

THEY'RE COMIN' HERE THIS ‘
YEAR, MAYBE WE CAN KEEFP P

EACH OTHER FROM STOMFIN'

ON THEIR GOOD
TIME, TOO?




= 0 1 JUST WANTED
EVERYPONY TO STAY
5 FOCUSED ON THE
MEANING OF THE
HOLIDAY. OF WHAT'S
IMPORTANT.
YEAH... BUT
WHEN YA PUSH

5 | IT KINDA MESSES
WITH THAT YCOMIN'

| TOGETHER"

(= PART,

O YER OWN OPINIONS
AS HARD AS WE DID,

—FOLKS BELIEVE WHAT
THEY WANNA BELIEVE. AN’
MAYBE THI/S JUST ISN'T THE
BEST TIME T' ARGUE
ABOUT IT.

THE PONIES T LOVE
ARE IN THERE GATHERED 2
AN" HAFPFPY. YOU THINK IT
MAKES A LICK A’ DIFFERENCE
IF THEY DON'T AGREE /
ON EVERYTHING Z

SHOULDN'T TELL

OUR FRIENDS WHEN
SOMEONE'S JUST
TAKING ADVANTAGE
OF THEM?

YOURE RIGHT.
WE SHOWED THEM
WE'D RATHER PROVE
A POINT THAN BE
TOGETHER.

THERE IS
ONE WAY WE
CAN STILL SHOW
WE CARE...

GO IN AND
APOLOGIZE?
GLADLY. IDIDNT |

\ MEAN TO RUN ANY [)
\  FUN/I JUST—




: AN’ WE
CARRIED AWAY WANTED TO
SOMETIMEST” 7 APOLOGIZE,

1 MEAN—COME ON!
WE KNOW THAT STUFF
WASN'T THE POINT OF

\ HEARTHSWARMING!

B L/KED IT! I MEAN,
ONCE A HOLIDAY
| SPREADS OUT OVER
THAT MANY DAYS—
YOU GOTTA FIND
DIFFERENT STUFF
TO FILL IT WITH,
RIGHT?

= HO-HO—1 v

APPLEJACK AND I JUST WANT PARTS A’ THE HOLIDAY THAN WE DO!
TO SPEND THIS TIME WITH IT DON'T CHANGE WHAT MAKES
TONIGHT SPECIAL FER

IT'S OKAY, EVERYPONY! AN' Y'ALL CAN ENJOY DIFFERENT




AWWWW! HAPPY
HEARTHS WARMING,
EVERYPONY! _

ALL RIGHT, NOW % - =
GETCHER HAUNCHES e ‘f,;ﬁp?% i N I,
INSIDE BEFORE YA LET Bl 2d i ¥

ALL THE WARMTH
. IT SNOW NICE
i our/ 20 ¢ . EACH YEAR?

BLOOM... WHAT
D’ YOU THINR?

I THINK... s
o ( YEAH! THERE
\ REALLY/5A |
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Now, where
in the blazes is
the BACKSTAGE
ENTRANCE?

IF that's even what
Granny Smith’s note
says. Her hoofwriting’s
like watchin’ a spider
do the polka after
fallin’ in an
ink-puddile.

Come to Y
Applejack,
little pie/ J

And why is Pinkie Pie
walking like the sky
is about to fall?

Oh well.
Better get this
pie delivered while
it's still--

must.. not..
spill.. recipes.

d mite
further--




You're late! Come on,
Il +ake you around
to the stage door.

Oh; thank
you kindly/f

P

If anypony’s :
looking for the BEST
ATHLETE in all
Equestria--

| got NUMBER FIVE,
and we’re moving--

| admit | was
havin’ some trouble
findin’ my way
around here/

Great. Number Four '\
_just showed up and
we’re good to go in




Fillies and gentlecolts,
put your hooves together
-For' the NINTH ANNUAL
EQUESTRIA SUPER
CHEF contestants! This year’s theme is
DESSERTS, and with only
THREE ROUNDS to decide
which pony trots off with
the 50,000 bit prize--

By Alex de Campi € Carla Speed McNeil! Colors by Jenn Manley Lee € Bill Mudron/

And, as always, providing you in the
So who's signin’ fer back with a magical close-up ¢ personal
this pie? | can’t read Hey! | need view of the action, it's our very own
Granny Smith’s a hoof with

Al \ these lights/
pocittin A+ JUMBO DON!

Friends,
you can call
\, me Don.

Just go over to [ And NOW,
Table Five and wait/ let's meet our
Ill be right with you. contestants!




From Manehattan, it’s...

A
1
O

EXCLUSIVE cuisine
for EXCLUSIVE
ponies, darlings/

From Las Pegasus, it's...

BLADE SPARXX!

J/ Hey bros!/ You
ready to FIRE up
your appetites? /.

Sweet treats
from MY family
to YOURS/

( Erom right here in Ponyville, )
N it’s hometown girl...

Here she is/
I'm so excited
| could FAINT/

C’'mon,
Pinkie/
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